
From a slave of sin to a free 
son of God



John 8:21-36
21 Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going away, and you 

will seek Me, and will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot 
come.”

22 So the Jews said, “Will He kill Himself, because He says, 
‘Where I go you cannot come’?”

23 And He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am from 
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.

24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you 
do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

21 Jésus leur dit encore: Je m'en vais, et vous me chercherez, 
et vous mourrez dans votre péché; vous ne pouvez venir où 
je vais.

22 Sur quoi les Juifs dirent: Se tuera-t-il lui-même, puisqu'il dit: 
Vous ne pouvez venir où je vais?

23 Et il leur dit: Vous êtes d'en bas; moi, je suis d'en haut. Vous 
êtes de ce monde; moi, je ne suis pas de ce monde.

24 C'est pourquoi je vous ai dit que vous mourrez dans vos 
péchés; car si vous ne croyez pas ce que je suis, vous 
mourrez dans vos péchés.



25 Then they said to Him, “Who are You?” And Jesus said to 
them, “Just what I have been saying to you from the 
beginning.

26 I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but 
He who sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those things 
which I heard from Him.”

27 They did not understand that He spoke to them of the Father.
28 Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the Son of Man, 

then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of 
Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things.

25 Qui es-tu? lui dirent-ils. Jésus leur répondit: Ce que je vous 
dis dès le commencement.

26 J'ai beaucoup de choses à dire de vous et à juger en vous; 
mais celui qui m'a envoyé est vrai, et ce que j'ai entendu de 
lui, je le dis au monde.

27 Ils ne comprirent point qu'il leur parlait du Père.
28 Jésus donc leur dit: Quand vous aurez élevé le Fils de 

l'homme, alors vous connaîtrez ce que je suis, et que je ne 
fais rien de moi-même, mais que je parle selon ce que le Père 
m'a enseigné.



29 And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left 
Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him.”

30 As He spoke these words, many believed in Him.
31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If 

you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.
32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make 

you free.”

29 Celui qui m'a envoyé est avec moi; il ne m'a pas laissé 
seul, parce que je fais toujours ce qui lui est agréable.

30 Comme Jésus parlait ainsi, plusieurs crurent en lui.
31 Et il dit aux Juifs qui avaient cru en lui: Si vous 

demeurez dans ma parole, vous êtes vraiment mes 
disciples;

32 vous connaîtrez la vérité, et la vérité vous affranchira.



33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, 
and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can 
You say, ‘You will be made free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, 
whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.

35 And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a 
son abides forever.

36 Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free 
indeed.

33 Ils lui répondirent: Nous sommes la postérité 
d'Abraham, et nous ne fûmes jamais esclaves de 
personne; comment dis-tu: Vous deviendrez libres?

34 En vérité, en vérité, je vous le dis, leur répliqua Jésus, 
quiconque se livre au péché est esclave du péché.

35 Or, l'esclave ne demeure pas toujours dans la maison; 
le fils y demeure toujours.

36 Si donc le Fils vous affranchit, vous serez réellement 
libres.



1. Who are we?

• From below
• Of this world
• And He said to them, “You are from 

beneath; I am from above. You are of 
this world



Our outward condition

• We commit sins, sinful deeds, outwardly 
because of our sinful nature within

• Therefore I said to you that you will die 
in your sins; for if you do not believe 
that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

• Jesus answered them, “Most 
assuredly, I say to you, whoever 
commits sin is a slave of sin.



Why do we 
commit sin?



Our inward condition

• We have sin, the sinful nature, the poison 
of sin:

• Then Jesus said to them again, “I am 
going away, and you will seek Me, and 
will die in your sin.

• A slave of sin, enslaved
• Jesus answered them, “Most 

assuredly, I say to you, whoever 
commits sin is a slave of sin.



The Result

• To die in our sin and sins
• To be apart from God, outside of the presence of 

God
• Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going 

away, and you will seek Me, and will die in 
your sin. Where I go you cannot come.”

• Under God’s judgment

• I have many things to say and to judge
concerning you



2. Who is Jesus?
• From above
• Not of this world
• And He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am 

from above. You are of this world; I am not of this 
world.

• With the Father, in constant fellowship with the Father, 
one with the Father

• And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father 
has not left Me alone, for I always do those 
things that please Him.





• On the cross, Jesus was 
lifted up.

• By whom?
• By me
• Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift up 

the Son of Man, then you will know that I 
am He

• Jesus died for me, for my sins
• It was my sin that put Him there
• I was the one who nailed Him to the cross



• On the cross, Jesus 
defeated Satan, the one 
with the power of sin, the 
ruler of the world

• On the cross, Jesus 
destroyed Satan in me, the 
power of sin in me





• if you do not believe that I am He, you 
will die in your sins.

• Whatever we are not, Jesus is
• Whatever we are, Jesus is not
• Whatever we need, Jesus is
• Whatever our condition, Jesus is
• Are we sinful?
• Do we have sin?
• Are we enslaved to sin?
• Is there someone that we just cannot forgive?

• Jesus is
• He is what we are not





• And you shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.

• The reality
• The only real thing in this universe
• Everything else is a shadow, a picture, not 

the real thing
• The only One who can set us free
• Do we want freedom from sin?
• Jesus is the truth
• Do we want to love our parents, love our 

spouse, love our children?
• Jesus is the truth, the reality, the real love





• As the Son, He comes to give us His life
• His life is actually our light, showing us our 

sinfulness, and our need to come to Him
• In Him was life, and the life was the 

light of men (John 1:4)
• It is the Son who sets us free
• Therefore if the Son makes you free, 

you shall be free indeed.



3. What is our need?

•To be free 
from sin, 
from sins





•Believe into Jesus
•Believe that He is
•Lift up Jesus: recognize 
that we all put Him to 
death on the cross

•Confess that He died for 
us, for our sins



•Abide in His 
word



The Result

•We become 
His disciples

•We are really 
free



•No longer a 
slave, but a 
son



•As a son, we stay with 
our Father,enjoying 
His presence

•As a son, we abide in 
the house of God, the 
church, with the other 
sons who have been 
freed



Who we are Who Jesus is Our need Result

Below
Of this world

Above
Not of this world

Believe Brought to where 
Jesus is, with the 
Father, in the 
heavenlies

With the poison of 
sin
Committing sins

Sinless Believe that Jesus 
is the I am

Freed from sin

Enslaved to sin
Dying in our sins

The Son, the 
truth, who can 
really set us free

Lift up the Son of 
Man, 
acknowledge that 
our sin put Him on 
the cross

Becoming a son 
to abide in the 
house, the 
church, with the 
other sons

Apart from God
Under God’s 
judgment

One with the 
Father, in 
constant 
fellowship with the 
Father

Abide in His word Become truly 
Jesus’ disciples


