
A summary of John 17:1-26 

1. What does it mean for Jesus to be glorified, and what is glory? (vv.1-5) In v.1,Jesus prayed to the Father to glorify Him (the Son), that 
the Son may glorify Him (the Father). In v.2, He prayed that the Father would glorify Him with the glory He had before the world began. 
What does glorify, or glory, mean? We need to go to 12:23-24, where Jesus explains that He would be glorified by His death (comparable 
to a grain or seed of wheat falling into the ground and dying) and His resurrection (comparable to a grain of wheat, after falling into the 
ground, bearing much fruit). John 7:39 corroborates this, pointing out that the Spirit was not yet because Jesus was not yet glorified (that is, 
He had not yet died and resurrected). Jesus had two statuses: He was (and is) the Son of God (fully, 100% God), and He was (and is) the 
Son of Man (fully, 100% man). As the Son of God (God Himself), He was full of glory, from eternity past (17:5), and lacked nothing. Yet this 
divinity was concealed or contained within the shell of His humanity, as the Son of Man. Thus, when people saw Him, they saw a genuine 
man (one of them, just like them), yet God Himself. Divinity was always present, but confined. It needed Jesus’ death on the cross, and His 
resurrection from the grave, to release the hidden divine life within Him, and to elevate or uplift His humanity into divinity, where His entire 
being would be resurrected, or glorified. His glorification resulted in the releasing, or giving of His eternal life, to all those whom the Father 
had given Him (17:2). 1 Peter 1:3 tells us that the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has regenerated us…through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. This verse indicates that when Jesus was resurrected, we were regenerated, in His resurrection. This is hard to 
imagine, but it is a fact, since the Bible says so. This also indicates that glorification, or glory, is not just individual, but it must spread, or be 
expressed. Thus, for Jesus to be glorified means that His divinity must be spread to millions of people. What about our living? Do we glorify 
the Lord? Is Christ spread or testified through our speaking, but especially through our living? Another aspect of glory is that the Son 
completed the work that the Father gave Him to do (v.4). How can we glorify the Lord? By carrying out what God has led us, or given us a 
burden, to do. For example, during the corporate prayer gathering, we may pray for a specific burden or matter of the church (for example, 
the upcoming picnic this coming summer). Through the prayers and the fellowship, we may volunteer to carry out a certain service. Do we 
follow through? Do we finish what the Lord has led us to do? The Lord may speak to us to invite people. Do we invite our family, friends, 
classmates, colleagues and neighbors to the picnic? Of course, this depends on the level of eternal life in each one of us. The same eternal 
life is in each believer, but the degree may be different, just like there are many stars, but each star differs from the other in glory (1 
Corinthians 15:41).

2. Prayers: vv.1-5. What a sweet and intimate relationship we see between the Father and the Son. This is a pattern for our relationship with 
the Lord. There are at least two aspects, among others, of the Lord’s prayer to the Father. One aspect is the sweet and intimate 
relationship. A second aspect is the specific nature of the Lord’s prayer, as opposed to a general nature. For example, in vv.6-9, He does 
not just pray for His disciples, but He specifies who they are (they belonged to the Father, but the Father gave them to Him, and they have 
kept the Father’s word). He does not pray concerning the world, but concerning the ones the Father has given Him. In v.17, He does not 
just pray that the Father would sanctify them, but that He would sanctify them in the truth. In v.20, He does not just pray for the believers in 
general, but specifies the two categories of believers: those who were with Him physically at the time, and all those who would believe into 
Him through their word. What an example for us! When was the last time we prayed specific prayers, and the Lord answered our specific 
prayers? Why should we pray specific prayers? Will not the Lord answer general prayers? Yes, the Lord will answer general prayers, but 
He may answer them in a general way, not in a specific way. For example, we may pray for a brother to be healed from an illness. We may 
pray, “Lord, heal our brother.” If we pray more specifically, for example, for the Lord to heal the brother from a certain illness, or for the Lord 
to sanctify the hospital environment, and to grant the doctors wisdom to perform a certain operation, and for the brother to be a testimony 
of Christ in his illness, the Lord will answer such a prayer specifically. Consequently, our faith will increase. We will realize what a true, 
living and faithful God we have. When we go through a hard time, we will not say that God is not true, or that our believing was not real.. 
The more we pray 



specific prayers, the more our faith will grow. Jesus prayed to the Father according to the Father’s interests. Even when He prayed for His 
disciples, He did not just pray for His disciples’ protection, prosperity and well being. He prayed for His disciples to be kept from the evil one 
(v.15), and for them to be sanctified in the truth, that is, in the Father’s word (v.17). Jesus, as a man, knew the Father’s heart, and prayed 
accordingly. What about us? For example, we may pray for a certain brother to get a job or to get into a certain school. This is certainly 
necessary, and indicates our concern for the aspect of the brother’s humanity. However, do we pray for the brother to get a job, but with 
certain conditions? For example, “Lord, grant him a job which enables him to come every Sunday morning to praise you with the saints. Or 
grant him a job not too far away from the church gatherings.” This kind of prayer, with conditions, satisfies not just the human needs 
(humanity), but also the needs of the Lord (divinity). Our prayers must be simple and clear. Through such prayers, the Lord may be glorified.

3. The world and the need to be sanctified (vv.9-19). What is the world? The world is a realm. The Greek word for world is cosmos, which 
means world system, of which Satan is the author. 1 John 2:16 says that For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. In this verse, we see three aspects of the world: the 
material or sinful world (the desires or lust of the flesh), the soulish or pyschological world (the desires or lust of the eyes), and the 
religious or spiritual world (the pride of life). For a more detailed explanation of the world, please see the summary on John 15:18-27. 
Jesus prayed that the Father would sanctify us. What is sanctification? Sanctification means separation unto God, to be separated, or set 
apart, from the fleshly or material world, the psychological world, and the religious world. There are two aspects of our separation. One 
aspect is positional, or objective, or judicial. As soon as we believe in Jesus, we are immediately set apart unto God. The other aspect is 
dispositional, or subjective, or organic, and involves the growth and development of the divine life in us, pertaining to our living. Yes, we are 
brothers and sisters, but do we live as those who are set apart? Physically, we are living in this world (Satan’s system). Actually, Satan is not 
just the ruler of this world outside of us, but he is even in us, specifically in our flesh, as the personification of sin (Romans 7:18; Matthew 
16:23). Mercifully, he is not in our spirit (only Jesus Christ, as the Spirit, indwells our spirit, the one part of our being reserved exclusively for 
God). Our soul is a neutral terrain, either for God, or for Satan. Many times, though, the level of life in our spirit may be so weak that our soul 
gravitates to the world, or the sin in our flesh, to trap us in sin or vanity. Therefore, we need to be sanctified in the truth, or the word of God.

4. Oneness with the Triune God, and with one another (vv.21-24). The Father is in the Son (Jesus). The Son (Jesus) is in the Father. The 
believers (us) are in the Father and the Son. The purpose is that the world might believe that the Father has sent the Son (Jesus) (v.21). 
Just as the Father and the Son are in each other, we also can be in the Father and the Son. Not only so, but the purpose of the oneness of 
the Father and the Son is that the believers (us) can be one with one another (v.22). Such a oneness is not theoretical, or something merely 
to be admired, but to be lived out. How? Just as the Son exercised to be one with the Father through His intimate prayers, we also may 
exercise to pray in one accord with the brothers and sisters and our spiritual companions, to ask the Father, in the Son’s name, concerning 
the church, the church’s needs, and the needs of people.

5. The relationship between the Father and the Son (vv.25-26). The Son addresses the Father as “Father” multiple times. What does this 
mean to us? Jesus was the Son of Man, so close to the Father. We also are sons of men. How Jesus prayed to the Father should be a 
model for our relationship with the Lord. In 17:25, the Greek word for “sent” is apostello, which means to set apart, to send out, away, forth, 
on a mission. The implication in this kind of sending is that the sender and the sent one are separate, even though the relationship between 
the two is close. The other Greek word for sent is pempo (John 14:26; 15:26) which implies that the sender actually accompanies the sent 
one (there is no separation between the two). These two Greek words may imply the dual status of Jesus (human and divine). In 17:25-26, 
the emphasis seems to be on the human status of Jesus, dependent on the Father for every leading and direction. We have no part in the 
divine status of Jesus. But surely we can partake of His human status, and be led by Him in all our care and consideration for the church 
which is precious to Him.
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