Gen 17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old Jehovah appeared to
Abram and said to him, “| am God Almighty; walk before me, and
be blameless,

Gen 17:2 that | may make my covenant between me and you, and may
multiply you greatly.”

Gen 17:3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him,

Gen 17:4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father
of a multitude of nations.

Gen 17:5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham, for | have made you the father of a multitude of
nations.

Gen 17:6 | will make you exceedingly fruitful, and | will make you into
nations, and kings shall come from you.

Gen 17:7 And | will establish my covenant between me and you and
your offspring after you throughout their generations for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after
you.



Gen 17:8 And | will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and |
will be their God.”

Gen 17:9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant,
you and your offspring after you throughout their generations.

Gen 17:10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you
and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised.

Gen 17:11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall
be a sign of the covenant between me and you.

Gen 17:12 He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every
male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought
with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring,

Gen 17:13 both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your
money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh
an everlasting covenant.

Gen 17:14 Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his
foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.”



Gen 17:15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call
her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.

Gen 17:16 | will bless her, and moreover, | will give you a son by her. | will
bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from
her.”

Gen 17:17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself,
“Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah,
who is ninety years old, bear a child?”

Gen 17:18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before you!”

Gen 17:19 God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you
shall call his name Isaac. | will establish my covenant with him as an
everlasting covenant for his offspring after him.

Gen 17:20 As for Ishmael, | have heard you; behold, | have blessed him and
will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve
princes, and | will make him into a great nation.

Gen 17:21 But | will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear
to you at this time next year.”



Gen 17:22 When he had finished talking with him, God went up from
Abraham.

Gen 17:23 Then Abraham took Ishmael his son and all those born in his house
or bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's
house, and he circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very day, as
God had said to him.

Gen 17:24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the
flesh of his foreskin.

Gen 17:25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.

Gen 17:26 That very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised.

Gen 17:27 And all the men of his house, those born in the house and those
bought with money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.
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Gen 17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old Jehovah appeared to Abram and said to
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless,

Abraham, who was relatively mature in life (from Gen.12 he grows to Gen.16)
used his natural thoughts and strength (flesh) to give birth to Ishmael when he was
86 years old (Gen.16:16), which seriously offended God . Therefore, Abraham's
fellowship with God was interrupted. God waited for thirteen years, until Abraham's
natural strength was somehow terminated (why and how?). He came to contact
Abraham again in His mercy and grace and said to him to be blameless and walk
before Him, which means to have a living completely trusting God.

This also indicates that it takes much time, even years (here 13 years) for
us to thoroughly remove our intentions to use our nature ability or flesh
(please see the details in the next page) to serve the Lord Whom we love. It
also shows that we do need to ask the Lord in order to clearly understand the
revelations and visions which He gives to us. Abraham and Sarah misunderstood
what the Lord told them in Gen. 15:4: And behold, the word of Jehovah came to
him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.”
Ishmael was his son, but not his heir, the one who should be born by Sarah

(typifying grace).
In Hebrew, we have the expression El Shaddai (El meaning, mighty one;
Shadai is derived from another Hebrew word which means breast). This word

reveals that God is a mighty one with breasts which supply life, and He is an all
sufficient, omnipresent, omniscient and omnipotent God.
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Gen 16:8 And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where
are you going?” She said, “| am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.”

Gen 16:9 The angel of Jehovah said to her, “Return to your mistress and submit to her.”

Gen 16:10 The angel of Jehovah also said to her, “l will surely multiply your offspring
so that they cannot be numbered for multitude.”

Gen 16:11 And the angel of Jehovah said to her, “Behold, you are pregnant and shall
bear a son. You shall call his name Ishmael, because Jehovah has listened to
your affliction.

Gen 16:12 He shall be a wild donkey of a man, his hand against everyone and
everyone's hand against him, and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.”

Abraham realized that during the 13 years after Ishmael was born, Ishmael
did not bring joy to Abraham’s family, neither did God appear or speak to him.
Abraham also probably recognized at the age of 99 that he had misunderstood
God’s speaking in Gen 15:4.

Gen 15:4 And behold, the word of Jehovah came to him: “This man shall not
be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.”

Gen 16:16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to
Abram.



Act 7:2 And Stephen said: “Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared
to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,

Act 7:3 and said to him, ‘Go out from your land and from your kindred and go into
the land that | will show you.’

Gen 12:1 Now Jehovah said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred
and your father's house to the land that | will show you.

Gen 12:2 And | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing.

Gen 12:3 | will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you | will curse, and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

Gen 12:4 So Abram went, as Jehovah had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

Gen 12:5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their
possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in

Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of
Canaan,

Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was
going.

Our family members can greatly elevate or kidnap us. The most
critical growth in the life of Christ is how we live within our family,
school, work place, social circle......
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Gen 17:4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of
nations.

Gen 17:5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham,
for | have made you the father of a multitude of nations.

This is the fulfillment of Genesis 12:3, though here God makes it clear that Abraham will be
the father of a multitude of nations, not just that all the families of the earth will be blessed in
him. Also, here, for the first time, God calls Abraham "father" and changes his name to
Abraham, meaning "father of many nations." "Abram" means "exalted father" or "my father."
God also confirms the covenant he made with Abram in Genesis 15:18-21. There, the covenant
was concerning his offspring possessing the land of Canaan. Here, the covenant is concerning
the nations.

What is our name? What is God's covenant with us? Is it only concerning our own area of
operation? Our own field? We may be content to labor our whole life in a field that God has
given us. But God wants to enlarge us. Are we willing to be enlarged? Are we willing to lift up
our eyes? To see the nations? To see God's testimony beyond our limited scope? For example,
we may be accompanying a few saints, to raise them up. This is precious. This is our blessing.
However, this may also be our limitation. We may be content to be a "father," but an "exalted
father." We may be reluctant to let other saints accompany our "sheep." We may not have that
much of a heart to pursue the Bible with the servants of God because we are confined by our
care for certain people. Can we be enlarged to preach the gospel to new people? Can we entrust
the care of people to other saints? In our prayers, do we pray for churches in other countries?
Do we even think about them? Many times, we are too narrow.
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Gen 17:2 that | may make my covenant,

Gen 17:3 Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him,

Gen 17:4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of
nations.

Gen 17:5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham,
for | have made you the father of a multitude of nations.

Gen 17:6 | will make you exceedingly fruitful, and | will make you into nations, and kings
shall come from you.

Gen 17:7 And | will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after
you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and
to your offspring after you.

What a covenant (Gen. 17:4-7) God made with Abraham! Only God can make a
covenant with man. Man cannot make a covenant with God. However, we can consecrate
ourselves fully to God. The covenant is mentioned twelve times in this chapter. The
"covenant" is more certain than the "promise". The "covenant" uses God's faithfulness to
assure people, and it cannot be changed by God or men.

Abram means the exalted father or noble father, and Abraham means of the
father of many nations. “Abram" focuses on the individuals, and Abraham focuses on
the nations (multitude of people), indicating that what God desires is not a personal
spiritual achievement, but a group of people built together to be the withesses of the
church, His body (not one local church but churches everywhere).

Jesus Christ is the descendant of Abraham (Matt. 1:1), the king who is coming (Matt.
2:2), and He wants to establish the kingdom of God on earth (Revelation 11:15). God
desires and ensures that everyone of us who keeps His covenant be fruitful, including our
children and generations to come.
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The "I" is so complicated (citing the outlines of brother Titus’
conferences)

The Bible describes the "I" of the fallen man in at least five aspects:

| is the general term for who | am: the |

| live without Christ as an old man: the Old Man

The life of my old man is the soul life: the Soul

My old man’s dwelling place is in the sinful flesh: the Flesh

My old man’s self-esteem, pride, self-pity, opinions and persistence are
self: the Self

My "old man" has a natural life created by God, which is manifested in
my abilities, talents, insight and plans. Natural...My living without the
fresh revelations and visions from the Lord is also a part of the old man.

= A
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We never dreamed that we would possess these five aspects which are
diametrically opposed to the face of God, making us sinners through and
through. When the Lord Jesus came, He did not deal with the | in the same
way. He nailed the whole "I" to the cross. What do we do? We need to deny
ourselves. This is circumcision.
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Gen 15:18 On that day Jehovah made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your
offspring | give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates,

Gen 17:8 And | will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your
sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and | will be
their God.”

Gen 17:9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you
and your offspring after you throughout their generations.

Gen 17:10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your
offspring after you: Every male among you shall be circumcised.

In Gen. 17:6-8, what God said to Abraham were all “I will,” which
means that everything will be led by God and accomplished by God.
Abraham (us) simply submitted himself and his living to God, God'’s
leading and God'’s will.

In Gen.17:10 “circumcision” is mentioned for the first time in the
Bible. The main characteristics of a circumcised person is that he does
not trust in his flesh, self and natural abilities (please see the contents of
the PPT concerning “I”), but trusts in God alone.
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Gen 17:9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my
covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations.
Gen 17:10 This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and
you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be
circumcised.

The covenant that God made with Abraham in Genesis 15:18 was one-dimensional.
Abraham did not have to do anything except lift up his eyes and look at the stars and the
sand. Here, in chapter 17, there is a change. The covenant becomes two-dimensional.
Abraham has to keep the covenant by being circumcised.

What does circumcision represent here? We may say the cutting off of the flesh, the
crucifixion of Jesus. This may be somewhat abstract. What does that mean? We often
blame Abraham and Sarah for producing Ishmael, which was not according to God's
plan. However, it was not so much the producing of Ishmael as much as Abraham acting
independently, without the service team that he had raised up. What is circumcision to
us? Are we intimately related with our service team, our companions? Do we have
detailed fellowship with them before making a decision? Do we even dare to make a
decision by ourselves? Do we also fellowship with the Lord? Abraham fellowshipped
with his wife, but did he fellowship with the Lord in this matter? We may fellowship with
older brothers and sisters, but we also need to fellowship individually with the Lord.
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Gen 17:11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall

be a sign of the covenant between me and you.

Gen 17:12 He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. Every
male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought
with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring,

Gen 17:13 both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your
money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall my covenant be in your flesh
an everlasting covenant.

Gen 17:14 Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of
his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my
covenant.”

The spiritual meaning of circumcision is to terminate the flesh, self
and the old man through the crucifixion of Christ. In chapter 16,
Abraham used his natural strength and flesh to give birth to Ishmael.
Here, God wants him to cut off his flesh, and to end his natural strength,
so that God can come in and produce Isaac by His grace and
resurrection power to accomplish His purpose.

Any uncircumcised person (including us at any time) will not gain
Christ’s life (typified by being cut off from his people).
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Gen 17:15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her
name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.
Gen 17:16 | will bless her, and moreover, | will give you a son by her. | will bless her, and
she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”
Gen 17:17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to himself, “Shall a child
be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old,

bear a child?”

Sarai means “my princess”. The word ‘my’ indicates narrowness and
specialness. Here Sarah's name change means a broadening,
iIndicating that she is enlarged and broadened, making her the mother of
many countries. As seen in Abraham and Sarah, such a change
requires that our old and natural man be terminated so that we can be
transformed into a new man; only such a new man can produce
descendants and care about others so that God's purpose can be
fulfilled. 1t also means that in the church life, we need to be elevated and
enlarged in our view of the body of Christ and the spreading of the

testimony.

Isaac was born of “Sarah” and “Abraham” who had elevated and
enlarged revelations and visions from God, and not of “Sarai” and
“Abram” who loved the Lord but had narrow revelation and vision.
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Gen 17:18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before
you!”

Gen 17:19 God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and
you shall call his name Isaac. | will establish my covenant with him as
an everlasting covenant for his offspring after him.

Gen 17:20 As for Ishmael, | have heard you; behold, | have blessed him and
will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve
princes, and | will make him into a great nation.

Gen 17:21 But | will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall
bear to you at this time next year.”

Ishmael is a descendant of the flesh, rejected by God. Only Isaac is a
descendant produced by God's grace, and he is appointed to fulfill God's eternal
purpose and plan.

The simple fellowship is “God’s intention is to marry his well-adorned bride in
the New Jerusalem for 1,000 years, but the number of people who must be
saved (Rom.11:25 ) and the number of martyrs (Rev. 6:11 ) should be fulfilled
(Ishmael's descendants do have a share in the number of martyrs). What
matters now is “whether we live the life of Ishmael or the life of Isaac (Christ).”
We must realize that all of us may often live like Ishmael,
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Gen 17:18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before
you!”

Gen 17:20 As for Ishmael, | have heard you; behold, | have blessed him and
will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes,

and | will make him into a great nation.
Gen 17:21 But | will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear

to you at this time next year.”

God heard Abraham's prayer and answered it, but probably not in the way Abraham
desired. God will achieve what He is after. In the church life, we like to avoid
complications or messy situations. For example, we may prefer that all the saints pursue
the Lord together with the same heart and mind. We would rather not have to deal with
brothers with different opinions, or different burdens. God is so grand and big, and full of
humanity. He cared for Ishmael and Hagar who represents a young believer with a heart
for God, raised up in the "church life" by Abraham and Sarah. At the same time, God
wants Isaac, the chlld of Sarah and Abraham. Can we grow to produce Isaac, even when
there is the Ishmael in us? We will always have Ishmael in us. Actually, we are all
Ishmael. If we do not have clear visions, and if we do not fellowship with the Lord, the
Ishmael in us will be lived out, and the people that we serve will also become Ishmael. We
do not want the life of Ishmael, nor do we want to live out such a life, but rather we want
the life of Christ in us to grow and be lived out of us more and more. Therefore, all the
saints are encouraged to participate in the corporate prayers, so there can be the one
accord.
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Gen 17:22 When he had finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham.

Gen 17:23 Then Abraham took Ishmael his son and all those born in his house or
bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's house, and he
circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very day, as God had said to him.

Gen 17:24 Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of
his foreskin.

Gen 17:25 And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in
the flesh of his foreskin.

Gen 17:26 That very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were circumcised.

Gen 17:27 And all the men of his house, those born in the house and those bought with
money from a foreigner, were circumcised with him.

And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was
circumcised. Thus, he was saved and could be considered as a brother
NOw.

Lot was also saved and could be considered as a brother now.

In the church life, we need to treasure the saints such as Ishmael
and Lot, but it is more important to raise up Isaac.



