
Gen 18:17  Jehovah said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do,  

Gen 18:18  seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty 

nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?  

Gen 18:19  For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his 

household after him to keep the way of Jehovah by doing righteousness 

and justice, so that Jehovah may bring to Abraham what he has promised 

him.”  

Gen 18:20  Then Jehovah said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and 

Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave,  

Gen 18:21  I will go down to see whether they have done altogether according 

to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”  

Gen 18:22  So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but 

Abraham still stood before Jehovah.  

Gen 18:23  Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away 

the righteous with the wicked?  

Gen 18:24  Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then 

sweep away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it?  

Gen 18:25  Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death 

with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from 

you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”  



Gen 18:26  And Jehovah said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will 

spare the whole place for their sake.”  

Gen 18:27  Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak 

to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes.  

Gen 18:28  Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the 

whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-

five there.”  

Gen 18:29  Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” 

He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.”  

Gen 18:30  Then he said, “Oh let not Jehovah be angry, and I will speak. 

Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty 

there.”  

Gen 18:31  He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose 

twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not 

destroy it.”  

Gen 18:32  Then he said, “Oh let not Jehovah be angry, and I will speak again 

but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake 

of ten I will not destroy it.”  

Gen 18:33  And Jehovah went his way, when he had finished speaking to 

Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.  

 



In the church life, both Christ and Satan will inevitably come to us but 

with different intentions. It is interesting to see who comes first to us. 

Satan usurps us and Christ always saves us. 

Gen 14:17  After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with 

him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the 

King's Valley).  

Gen 14:18  And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was 

priest of God Most High.)  

Gen 14:14  When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth 

his trained men, born in his house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 

Gen 14:20  and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your 

hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.  

We do know why Abram won the battle against the army of four 

kings.  

I ask myself the question why God desired Abram to fight this 

battle? To save Lot and his family in order to protect the genealogy 

of Christ that would pass through Ruth . 
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Gen 18:17  Jehovah said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do,  

Gen 18:18  seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, 

and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?  

Gen 18:19  For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household 

after him to keep the way of Jehovah by doing righteousness and justice, so that 

Jehovah may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.”  
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God revealed to Abraham His intention to destroy Sodom because He was 

looking for an intercessor. When God wanted to destroy Sodom, His heart was 

concerned with Lot who lived in Sodom. (Gen 13:12, 14:12, 19:1) He desired to 

save Lot, in order to protect the genealogy of Christ that would pass 

through Ruth (she was a Moabitess, a descendant of Lot (Gen 19:37, Ruth 1:4, 

Matt 1:5). But if there is no intercessor, He cannot accomplish His heart’s desire. I 

believe that Abraham did not clearly know God’s heart’s desire. Rather, He loved 

Lot who was like his son, and his family was deep in his heart.  

 

Thus do we know God’s heart’s desire to a certain degree during our current 

church life? 

 

In the intimate fellowship between Himself and Abraham, God did not mention 

Lot's name, but mysteriously revealed His heart's desire. The correct intercession 

is not initiated by man, but by the divine revelation. Therefore, such intercession 

speaks out God's desire and paves the way for the fulfillment of His will. 



Gen 18:17  The LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do.  

Gen 18:18  seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, 

and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?  

Gen 18:19  For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his 

household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and 

justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.”  

Ch 20:7  Did you not, our God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before your 

people Israel, and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend? 

 

Antipas Desai 

God asked Himself, or perhaps the two angels, whether He should hide from 

Abraham what He was about to do. Rarely, in the Bible, does God hesitate to do 

something before doing it. This shows the intimacy that God enjoyed with 

Abraham. God is not accountable to anyone. Yet, here, He seems to have second 

thoughts about doing something before informing Abraham. What a sweet 

relationship. Does God confide in us. Can He entrust His burden or His "secrets" to 

us? Do we come to Him? Do we confide our secrets, our burdens, to Him, as 

Abraham did? Abraham and God enjoyed "free talk" in chapter 15. Abraham was 

bold to make his requests and even his concerns known to God, and God 

responded to him.  

 It is as if God knew Abraham's heart. He knew that Abraham would intercede for 

Lot. That may also be why He decided not to hide His intention from Abraham. 

 



Gen 18:20  Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and 

Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave,  

Gen 18:21  I will go down to see whether they have done altogether 

according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”  

Ezekiel 33:11 As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the 

death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live;  
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God is omniscient (all-knowing) and omnipotent (all-powerful). Surely, He did not need 

to go to Sodom and Gomorrah to see if the report of their sin was true or not! Yet, this 

shows how much humanity God has. He personally decided to see for Himself. This also 

shows His mercy and compassion. He did not go to visit the city as a judge, but He was 

willing to give the people a chance to repent. God is willing to allow the possibility that 

the outcry may not be as severe as it seems to be (v.21). This shows that God is reluctant 

to execute judgment unless He has to.  

 Do we have such a heart, even towards a sinning brother? Abraham echoed the heart 

of God in his intercession for the city of Sodom, and for Lot. Many times, we may be 

quick to judge someone or rebuke someone, in order to deal with the sin. Do we 

personally visit the sinning brother and seek to restore the brother? God, in His dealings 

with man, is always seeking to restore, to recover and to forgive man if man would only 

turn to Him and repent and confess. Do we repent and confess our sins to the Lord, and 

do we seek to lead others to repent and confess, according to God's mercy?  

 

 



Gen 18:20  Then Jehovah said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is 

great and their sin is very grave,  

Gen 18:21  I will go down to see whether they have done altogether according to the 

outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”  

Gen 18:22  So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still 

stood before Jehovah.  

Gen 18:23  Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the 

righteous with the wicked?  

Gen 18:24  Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the 

place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it?  

Gen 18:25  Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the 

wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the 

Judge of all the earth do what is just?”  
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Abraham's purpose in standing before the Lord was to intercede for Lot. Abraham's 

glorious intercession before God is not a prayer from a man on earth to a God in heaven, 

but a human conversation between two friends, an intimate conversation based on the 

revelation of God's heart and desires. 

Here Abraham refers to Lot implicitly. (2 Peter 2:7-9.) On the surface, Abraham 

intercedes for Sodom; in fact, he intercedes for Lot. In Abraham's intercession for Lot, he 

did not plead with God according to God's love and grace, but challenged God according 

to the laws of God's righteousness. Based on our knowledge of God and faith, God's 

righteousness restrains Him more than His love and grace. 

 

Why was there the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah? 



Gen 18:23  Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the 

righteous with the wicked?  

Gen 18:24  Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep 

away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it?  

Gen 18:25  Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with 

the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not 

the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”  
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Abraham knew God's need. He knew that God wanted to spare Lot. This shows 

how much Abraham had grown. God had taken care of his need by promising him a 

son. God had led Abraham stage by stage, altar by altar, to know Him and know His 

heart. Now Abraham was mature and able to stand with God and reason with God 

according to God's nature and heart. He had the boldness to remind God of His 

righteousness as the judge of all the earth. He was also bold to bargain with God, 

from 50 righteous men down to 10 righteous men.  

Do we exercise to pray for the saints, for people, individually and corporately? 

The corporate prayers are the blessing of the church. Abraham enjoyed such a 

blessing. Here, he interceded individually for Lot, but he also had a team of saints 

with whom he must have had prayers and intercession, especially the 318 men with 

him who rescued Lot in chapter 14. Without the prayers, it is very difficult for the 

church to be blessed.   

 



Gen 18:24  Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep 

away the place and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it?  

Jonah 4:11  And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 

than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also 

much cattle?” 
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Abraham's intercession was for Lot and his family. Lot did not preach the gospel to his 

family. He seemed to have a good position in the city since he was sitting at the gate of 

the city in chapter 19. He should have preached the gospel to his family and his 

neighbors, but apparently he did not. This may be the reason that the entire city was an 

outcry to Jehovah. Lot, as a “righteous” person (2 Peter 2:7), may have been a passive 

testimony, living righteously himself, but not like Abraham who preached the gospel to 

everyone he encountered. However, Abraham interceded. God, despite Lot's failure, had 

great mercy to save Lot.  

But Abraham also interceded for the city of Sodom. Abraham did not just begin with 

Lot's family, but he began with fifty men. That means that he had the whole city in mind.  

 In our prayers, we pray for our family and their salvation. Do we pray with our 

children? However, we also need to be enlarged to pray for the city we are in, and even 

for other cities. God wants to enlarge us. God's heart was definitely for Lot and his 

family, but also for the whole city of Sodom, just as He was for the whole city of Nineveh 

in the time of Jonah. God cares for His testimony, for the church. Our salvation) is for the 

church. Our family and their salvation are for the church. All the spiritual blessings that 

we receive are for the church.  

 



Gen 18:26  And Jehovah said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place 

for their sake.”  

Gen 18:27  Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to Jehovah, I who am 

but dust and ashes.  

Gen 18:28  Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of 

five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.”  

Gen 18:29  Again he spoke to him and said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the 

sake of forty I will not do it.”  

Gen 18:30  Then he said, “Oh let not Jehovah be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found 

there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.”  

Gen 18:31  He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to Jehovah. Suppose twenty are found 

there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.”  

Gen 18:32  Then he said, “Oh let not Jehovah be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose 

ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”  

Gen 18:33  And Jehovah went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and 

Abraham returned to his place.  
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Our prayer often consists of our talking unilaterally to God, and the fact that 

we stop when we finish speaking. But normal and healthy prayer is to have 

fellowship and dialogue with God and to let God finish speaking, and then to go. 

One efficient exercise is to ask questions to God. 

Perhaps Abraham thought that Lot, his family and his friends, at least ten 

people, were righteous people who were not contaminated by the people and 

corrupted living styles in Sodom, so he did not continue to intercede. In fact, 

Abraham overestimated that only he and his two daughters would be saved 

(Gen. 19:15, 26). It also means that Lot did not preach the gospel at all. How 

about us? 


