
Gen 23:1  Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah.  

Gen 23:2  And Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of 

Canaan, and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.  

Gen 23:3  And Abraham rose up from before his dead and said to the Hittites,  

Gen 23:4  “I am a sojourner and foreigner among you; give me property among 

you for a burying place, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.”  

Gen 23:5  The Hittites answered Abraham,  

Gen 23:6  “Hear us, my lord; you are a prince of God among us. Bury your dead 

in the choicest of our tombs. None of us will withhold from you his tomb to 

hinder you from burying your dead.”  

Gen 23:7  Abraham rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people of the land.  

Gen 23:8  And he said to them, “If you are willing that I should bury my dead out 

of my sight, hear me and entreat for me Ephron the son of Zohar,  

Gen 23:9  that he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he owns; it is at 

the end of his field. For the full price let him give it to me in your presence as 

property for a burying place.”  

Gen 23:10  Now Ephron was sitting among the Hittites, and Ephron the Hittite 

answered Abraham in the hearing of the Hittites, of all who went in at the 

gate of his city,  



Gen 23:11  “No, my lord, hear me: I give you the field, and I give you the cave 

that is in it. In the sight of the sons of my people I give it to you. Bury your 

dead.”  

Gen 23:12  Then Abraham bowed down before the people of the land.  

Gen 23:13  And he said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, “But 

if you will, hear me: I give the price of the field. Accept it from me, that I may 

bury my dead there.”  

Gen 23:14  Ephron answered Abraham,  

Gen 23:15  “My lord, listen to me: a piece of land worth four hundred shekels of 

silver, what is that between you and me? Bury your dead.”  

Gen 23:16  Abraham listened to Ephron, and Abraham weighed out for Ephron 

the silver that he had named in the hearing of the Hittites, four hundred 

shekels of silver, according to the weights current among the merchants.  

Gen 23:17  So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the east of 

Mamre, the field with the cave that was in it and all the trees that were in the 

field, throughout its whole area, was made over  

Gen 23:18  to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the Hittites, before 

all who went in at the gate of his city.  

Gen 23:19  After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of 

Machpelah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.  

Gen 23:20  The field and the cave that is in it were made over to Abraham 

as property for a burying place by the Hittites.  



Gen 23:1  Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah.  

Gen 23:2  And Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and 

Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her. 

Mat 5:4  “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  

This is the first time in the Bible that someone mourns for someone else. Sarah 

represents the church. When she died, Abraham mourned for her. We may say that 

Abraham's life was intimately and completely involved with Sarah (the church). 

When she died, he mourned for her. This is even a higher experience of faith than in 

earlier chapters. Abraham and Sarah remained in Hebron (fellowship with God). This 

is where Sarah died. In a sense, they did not outwardly possess the good land, as 

the children of Israel would later possess it. They did not have any land. Abraham 

had to buy the land to bury his wife. On the other hand, they did possess the land 

because their faith had grown. They walked through the land in their journey. This 

was the fulfillment of God’s speaking to Abraham in 13:14-17. During their 

sojourning, Abraham touched the lives of many Gentiles and even raised them up to 

be members of his service team. Even the Hittites, one of the tribes in the good land, 

had been positively affected by Abraham. 

Are we "married" to Christ and the church? We may say we are married to 

Christ, but if we are married to Christ, then what about the church? The church is 

God's heart's desire. Does it matter to us if the saints grow, if new people are 

saved? Or are we satisfied? Do we mourn when saints do not grow, or if pillars are 

not raised up? 

 

 

Antipas Desai 



Gen 23:3  And Abraham rose up from before his dead and said to the Hittites,  

Gen 23:4  “I am a sojourner and foreigner among you; give me property among you for a 

burying place, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.” 

Gen 23:5  The Hittites answered Abraham,  

Gen 23:6  “Hear us, my lord; you are a prince of God among us. 

Gen 15:18  On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your 

offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates,  

Gen 15:19  the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites,  

Gen 15:20  the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 

Who are the Hittites? Hittite, or son of Heth, means "terror." Eventually, when the 

children of Israel were to enter the good land 430 years later, they had to drive out 

the tribes from the good land to possess the good land. However, Abraham did not 

drive out the Hittites. He lived among them. He preached the gospel to them, and to 

all the inhabitants of the land whom he encountered. He made a covenant with 

them. He became a testimony of God to them. 

How do we possess the good land? We need to drive out the ten tribes from the 

good land. These ten tribes represent our flesh and our natural life with its good 

intentions and natural ability, without dependence on God. These tribes are not 

people outside us but represent rather things inside us that God cannot use and that 

need to be crucified and driven out. How do we drive them out? By preaching the 

gospel to people. Every time we preach the gospel, our natural man and our flesh 

are dealt with, and that of the unbelievers are also touched. 
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Gen 23:9  that he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he owns; it is at the end of 

his field. For the full price let him give it to me in your presence as property for a 

burying place.”  

Gen 23:10  Now Ephron was sitting among the Hittites, and Ephron the Hittite answered 

Abraham in the hearing of the Hittites, of all who went in at the gate of his city,  

Gen 23:11  “No, my lord, hear me: I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. 

In the sight of the sons of my people I give it to you. Bury your dead.”  

Gen 23:12  Then Abraham bowed down before the people of the land.  

Gen 23:13  And he said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, “But if you will, 

hear me: I give the price of the field. Accept it from me, that I may bury my dead 

there.” 

2Co 2:17  For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, 

as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ.  

Abraham had a strong testimony among the Gentiles. He did not accept any 

reimbursement from the king of Sodom in chapter 15 for himself, lest it be said that the 

king of Sodom had made him rich. In chapter 23, Abraham insists on paying the full price 

for a burial plot of land from the hands of Ephron the Hittite. This shows that Abraham 

would not take anything from the Gentiles as a compensation or a gift, or to meet his 

personal need. He had no ulterior motive in preaching the gospel to the Gentiles. He 

would not take advantage of his position or stature in the eyes of the Hittites who honored 

and respected him, in order to profit, even if it was to bury his own wife. 

If the gospel is not activities that we engage in, but our living, we will live out the 

gospel in our daily lives. How are we with unbelievers? Do we give any cause for offense 

or stumbling? Is our heart pure in preaching the gospel for the sake of Christ, and only 

because He asks us to do so? 
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Gen 23:14  Ephron answered Abraham,  

Gen 23:15  “My lord, listen to me: a piece of land worth four hundred shekels of silver, 

what is that between you and me? Bury your dead.”  

Gen 23:16  Abraham listened to Ephron, and Abraham weighed out for Ephron the silver 

that he had named in the hearing of the Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, 

according to the weights current among the merchants. 

Abraham paid Ephron 400 shekels of silver. This was not silver that Abraham 

had received from Pharaoh, nor from Abimelech, but given to him by God Himself. 

Silver stands for the redemption of Christ, and the experience of redemption. One 

shekel was a unit of weight, equivalent to roughly 10 grams. Abraham was rich in 

the experience of the redemption of Christ, as well as in the experience of God's 

divine nature (symbolized by gold). The fact that he insisted on paying Ephron for 

the plot of land may mean that he insisted on living by the experience of redemption. 

That is, he did not act as the worldly people would act, but he would act according to 

who God is and according to his experience of the redemption of God. 

In our daily life, do we act according to our own manner of living, or according to 

the way people think and behave? People may encourage us , for example, to apply 

for many jobs. It is excellent advice. Do we apply for jobs as people in the world do, 

or do we come to the Lord first? We may receive a job offer or an offer to attend a 

program of study in a certain university. Do we come to the Lord, and also fellowship 

with our companions, before making a decision? Do we "purchase" what we would 

like to do, with the experience of redemption? We are not our own. We have been 

bought with a price. We therefore belong to Christ. 
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Gen 23:1  Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. (Abraham was 137 years old; Ishmael was 

51 years old and Isaac was 37 years old) 

Gen 23:2  And Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went in to mourn for 

Sarah and to weep for her.  

CK Jen 

Gen 21:31  Therefore that place was called Beersheba, because there both of them swore an oath.  

Gen 21:32  So they made a covenant at Beersheba. Then Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his army rose up 

and returned to the land of the Philistines.  

Gen 21:33  Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there on the name of Jehovah, the Everlasting 

God.  

Gen 22:19  So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham 

lived at Beersheba.    

Negeb 

Beer-lahai-roi 



Egypt 

Beersheba (/bɪərˈʃiːbə/;  

Hebrew: ֵאר ַבע בְּ שֶׁ  ,  

romanized: Be'er Sheva,  
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Gen 21:3  Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore 

him, Isaac (He was born when Sarah was 90 years old, and Abraham was 100 

years old. 

Gen 21:5  Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.  

 

Gen 23:1  Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. (Ishmael was 

51 years old and Isaac was 37 years old) 

 

Gen 25:7  These are the days of the years of Abraham's life, 175 years.  (Ishmael was 

89 years old and Isaac was 75 years old) 

 

Gen 25:17  (These are the years of the life of Ishmael: 137 years (Isaac was 123 

years old). He breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people.)  

 

Gen 25:20  and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of 

Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his 

wife.  

 

Gen 25:26  Afterward his brother came out with his hand holding Esau's heel, so his 

name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.  

 

Gen 35:28  Now the days of Isaac were 180 years (Esau and Jacob were 120 years 

old).  
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Gen 23:1  Sarah lived 127 years; these were the years of the life of Sarah.  

Gen 23:2  And Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went 

in to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.  

Gen 23:3  And Abraham rose up from before his dead and said to the Hittites,  

Gen 23:4  “I am a sojourner and foreigner among you; give me property among you for a burying place, 

that I may bury my dead out of my sight.”  

Gen 23:5  The Hittites answered Abraham,  

Gen 23:6  “Hear us, my lord; you are a prince of God among us. Bury your dead in the choicest (best 

choice) of our tombs. None of us will withhold from you his tomb to hinder you from burying your 

dead.”  

Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac lived in Beersheba (Gen 21:33), but Sarah was buried in 

Hebron (fellowship with God) after her death.  

Abraham buried Sarah in the best burial place. He paid attention to the place where 

he and his descendants were buried, and paid much more attention to that than to the tent 

where he lived on the earth. He cared about the future much more than the present.  He 

and Sarah realized that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth (how about 

us?). That is why Heb 11:16 says: “But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 

heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 

prepared for them a city.”  

Gen 21:33  Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there on the 

name of Jehovah, the Everlasting God.  
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Gen 23:7  Abraham rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people of the land.  

Gen 23:8  And he said to them, “If you are willing that I should bury my dead out of my sight, hear me and entreat for me 

Ephron the son of Zohar,  

Gen 23:9  that he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he owns; it is at the end of his field. For the full price let 

him give it to me in your presence as property for a burying place.”  

Gen 23:10  Now Ephron was sitting among the Hittites, and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the 

Hittites, of all who went in at the gate of his city,  

Gen 23:11  “No, my lord, hear me: I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. In the sight of the sons of my 

people I give it to you. Bury your dead.”  

Gen 23:12  Then Abraham bowed down before the people of the land.  

Gen 23:13  And he said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, “But if you will, hear me: I give the price of the 

field. Accept it from me, that I may bury my dead there.”  

Gen 23:14  Ephron answered Abraham,  

Gen 23:15  “My lord, listen to me: a piece of land worth four hundred shekels of silver, what is that between you and me? 

Bury your dead.”  

Gen 23:16  Abraham listened to Ephron, and Abraham weighed out for Ephron the silver that he had named in the 

hearing of the Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, according to the weights current among the merchants.  

Gen 23:17  So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the east of Mamre, the field with the cave that was in it 

and all the trees that were in the field, throughout its whole area, was made over  

Gen 23:18  to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the Hittites, before all who went in at the gate of his city.  

Abraham did not actually have any land at all, lived in a tent with Sarah and 

needed to purchase a land to bury Sarah. What does that mean to us? 

Gen 13:14  Jehovah said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes and look from the place 

where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward,  

Gen 13:15  for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever.  

Gen 13:16  I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your 

offspring also can be counted.  

Gen 13:17  Arise, walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.”  

It seemed that God gave Abraham a grand land. Did God give him? Did 

Abraham own any land at all? What does this mean to us? 
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Ashteroth-karnaim 

Rephaim 

Ham 

Zuzim 

Shaveh-kiriathaim 

Emim 

Horites 

El-paran 

Seir 

Amalekites 

Kadesh 

En-mishpat 
Amorites 

Hazazon-tamar 

Sodom 

Gomorrah 

Admah 

Zeboiim 

Zoar(Bela) 

Valley of Siddim 

Hebron 

Gera

r 

Shechem 

Damascus 

Hobah 

Lake Galilee 

Dan 

Salt Sea 

Tyre 

Sidon 

Beersheba 

Dor 

Joppa 

Acco 
Hazor 

Beth Shan 

Mediterranean Sea 

Gaza 

Salon 

Routes 

6. Gen.14:13-16  
Gen 14:14  When Abram heard that his kinsman had been 

taken captive, he led forth his trained men, born in his 

house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit as far as Dan.  

Gen 14:15  And he divided his forces against them by 

night, he and his servants, and defeated them and 

pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus.  

Gen 14:16  Then he brought back all the possessions, and 

also brought back his kinsman Lot with his possessions, 

and the women and the people.  

Gen 14:17  After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer 

and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom 

went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the 

King's Valley).  

Gen 14:18  And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out 

bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.)  

Gen 14:19  And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram 

by God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth;  

 

Gen 13: 17  Arise, walk through the length and the breadth 

of the land, for I will give it to you.”  

6 

6 
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God arranged a situation which led Abraham to 

“walk through nearly all the land of Canaan ” and 

experienced God presence and power with him. God 

did not mean that Abraham owns any land. 



Gen 23:17  So the field of Ephron in Machpelah, which was to the east of Mamre, the field with the cave 

that was in it and all the trees that were in the field, throughout its whole area, was made 

over . 

Gen 23:18  to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the Hittites, before all who went in at the 

gate of his city.  

Gen 23:19  After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah east of 

Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.  

Gen 23:20  The field and the cave that is in it were made over to Abraham as property for a burying 

place by the Hittites.  

The cave of Machpelah is at the end of the field, where there are many trees. The field is 

the place where life grows; therefore, the field implies resurrection. Abraham did not bury Sarah 

in the place of death, but in the place of life, a place full of resurrection. This indicates that 

Abraham believed in the resurrected God and was full of hope that his wife would be 

resurrected, and that he would be in the New Jerusalem with foundations. According to 

Abraham's understanding, Sarah's death was not the end, but the entrance into the 

resurrection, the entrance to the city of hope and a more beautiful homeland. 

Heb 11:16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.  

Machpelah means “double.” The three couples, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, 

and Jacob and Leah, were buried in the cave of Machpelah (Gen 50:13). The names of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob make up the divine title of the resurrected God: the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 

In Genesis 22, Abraham and Sarah offered Isaac to God as a burnt offering. At that 

time, they truly realized and experienced that God can give life (cause nothing to come 

into being), and they experienced to a certain extent the God who can resurrect dead 

people. But in Genesis 23, I believe that Abraham had truly understood that God can 

resurrect dead people and that they will live eternally. The life of Abraham grows higher 

here than in Genesis 22. 
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Gen 24:62  Now Isaac had returned from Beer-lahai-roi and was dwelling in the Negeb.  

Gen 24:63  And Isaac went out to meditate in the field toward evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, 

there were camels coming.  

Gen 24:64  And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she dismounted from the camel  

Gen 24:65  and said to the servant, “Who is that man, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my 

master.” So she took her veil and covered herself.  

Gen 24:66  And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done.  

Gen 24:67  Then Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah his mother and took Rebekah, and she became his 

wife, and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.  

Negeb 

Beer-lahai-roi 

Gen 24:67 reveals that Abraham and Sarah lived in a tent even they were so rich. Why? 


