Care for your companions
and do not exploit them.
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1st Samuel 21

Then David came to Nob to Ahimelech the priest. And Ahimelech came
to meet David trembling and said to him, "Why are you alone, and no one
with you?"
And David said to Ahimelech the priest, "The king has charged me with a
matter and said to me, 'Let no one know anything of the matter about
which | send you, and with which | have charged you.' | have made an
appointment with the young men for such and such a place.
Now then, what do you have on hand? Give me five loaves of bread, or
whatever is here."
And the priest answered David, "l have nho common bread on hand, but
there is holy bread—If the young men have kept themselves from women."
And David answered the priest, "Truly women have been kept from us as
always when | go on an expedition. The vessels of the young men are
holy even when it is an ordinary journey. How much more today will their
vessels be holy?"
So the priest gave him the holy bread, for there was no bread there but
the bread of the Presence, which is removed from before Jehovah, to be
replaced by hot bread on the day it is taken away.

David cared for his companions
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Matthew 12: B KBS 12

3 He said to them, "Have you not read what David did
when he was hungry, and those who were with him:

4 how he entered the house of God and ate the bread of
the Presence, which it was not lawful for him to eat nor
for those who were with him, but only for the priests?

Lord Jesus confirmed that David cared for his companions
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2nd Samuel 2:#8EHETF 2

And the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over
the house of Judah. When they told David, "It was the men of
Jabesh-gilead who buried Saul,"

David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh-gilead and said to them,
"May you be blessed by Jehovah, because you showed this loyalty
to Saul your lord and buried him.

Now may Jehovah show steadfast love and faithfulness to you. And |
will do good to you because you have done this thing.
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David cared for Saul who persecuted him much time.



David care for his companions and
people who buried Saul who tried to
Kill him .
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1st Samuel 17

55 As soon as Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he
said to Abner, the commander of the army, "Abner, whose
son is this youth?" And Abner said, "As your soul lives,
O king, | do not know."

56 And the king said, "Inquire whose son the boy is."

57 And as soon as David returned from the striking down of the
Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him before Saul with
the head of the Philistine in his hand.

58And Saul said to him, "Whose son are you, young man?"
And David answered, "I am the son of your servant Jesse the
Bethlehemite.”

Saul cared for David because David was useful to him.
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1st Samuel 16; #HH2 E 16

21 And David came to Saul and entered his service. And Saul loved him
greatly, and he became his armor-bearer.

22 And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, "Let David remain in my service, for he
has found favor in my sight."

23 And whenever the harmful spirit from God was upon Saul, David took
the lyre and played it with his hand. So Saul was refreshed and was well,
and the harmful spirit departed from him.

David was a man with God’s presence.

21 KEH THEME. s BB m. AP LR, bHfETass
R

22 FB AL TG RIRAK BRI B A RIR NS T
Al

23 MHIRERPERRE M BEE & ErHE, RESESH T, 3 HEE
IR, SRR T A

NERMEMFEERN,




1st Samuel 18: #RrH2 E 18

2 From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let
him return home to his family.

When David is useful to Saul, then Saul seems to treat him
well. In fact , Saul cares only for himself and not David. We all
know that he chases and tries to kill David for keeping his
kingship.
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2nd Samuel 2:#8EHETF 2

8 But Abner the son of Ner, commander of Saul's army, took Ish-
bosheth the son of Saul and brought him over to Mahanaim,

9 and he made him king over Gilead and the Ashurites and Jezreel and
Ephraim and Benjamin and all Israel.

10 Ish-bosheth, Saul's son, was forty years old when he began to reign
over Israel, and he reigned two years. But the house of Judah followed
David.

Abner was a general who made Saul’son Ish-bosheth king.
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2"d Samuel 2

12 Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, went
out from Mahanaim to Gibeon.

13 And Joab the son of Zeruiah and the servants of David went out and met them
at the pool of Gibeon. And they sat

down, the one on the one side of the pool, and the other on the other side of the pool.

14 And Abner said to Joab, "Let the young men arise and compete before us."
And Joab said, "Let them arise."

15 Then they arose and passed over by number, twelve for Benjamin and Ish-
bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of the servants of David.

16 And each caught his opponent by the head and thrust his sword in his
opponent's side, so they fell down together. Therefore that place was called
Helkath-hazzurim, which is at Gibeon.

17 And the battle was very fierce that day. And Abner and the men of Israel were
beaten before the servants of David.

Abner and Joab, two commanders, do not care for their
companions, rather exploit them. This typically happens in
many many organizations including religions but not in
families with intimate life relations (including God’s family:
Church).
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2"d Samuel 2

And the three sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Now Asahel was as
swift of foot as a wild gazelle.

And Asahel pursued Abner, and as he went, he turned neither to the right hand nor to the
left from following Abner.

Then Abner looked behind him and said, "Is it you, Asahel?" And he answered, "It is I."
Abner said to him, "Turn aside to your right hand or to your left, and seize one of the young
men and take his spoil." But Asahel would not turn aside from following him.

And Abner said again to Asahel, "Turn aside from following me. Why should | strike you to
the ground? How then could | lift up my face to your brother Joab?"

But he refused to turn aside. Therefore Abner struck him in the stomach with the butt of his
spear, so that the spear came out at his back. And he fell there and died where he was. And
all who came to the place where Asahel had fallen and died, stood still.

Abner does not really care about the people he leads. May we hope in the
church life that no one is like Abner to serve people. Abner just wants to take
advantage of people, treat them as assets to glorify himself.

So Abner said to Asahel: "Turn aside from following me. Why should I strike
you to the ground? How then could I lift up my face to your brother Joab?"

(2 Samuel 2:22) Both commanders seem to be good friends, but they even are
willing to sacrifice the people whom they lead. Older saints need to be alert,
brothers and sisters are not ours, and they belong to God.
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2nd Samuel 9

And David said, "Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul, that | may show
him kindness for Jonathan's sake?"

Then King David sent and brought him from the house of Machir the son of
Ammiel, at Lo-debar.

And Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David and fell
on his face and paid homage. And David said, "Mephibosheth!" And he
answered, "Behold, | am your servant."

And David said to him, "Do not fear, for | will show you kindness for the sake of
your father Jonathan, and | will restore to you all the land of Saul your father,
and you shall eat at my table always."

Then the king called Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, "All that belonged
to Saul and to all his house | have given to your master's grandson.

10 And you and your sons and your servants shall till the land for him and shall

bring in the produce, that your master's grandson may have bread to eat. But
Mephibosheth your master's grandson shall always eat at my table." Now
Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.

David cares for Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan,
grandson of Saul.
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1st Samuel 22

1 David departed from there and escaped to the cave of Adullam. And
when his brothers and all his father's house heard it, they went down
there to him.

2 And everyone who was in distress, and everyone who was in debt,
and everyone who was bitter in soul, gathered to him. And he
became commander over them. And there were with him about four

hundred men.
1st Chronicles 11

10 Now these are the chiefs of David's mighty men, who gave him strong
support in his kingdom, together with all Israel, to make him king,
according to the word of Jehovah concerning Israel.

Colossians 1

28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

David cares for the people and has the wisdom to raise
up pillars for the Lord who are the essence of the
extension of the testimony of the Lord.
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Church should not be an organization, because all the
saints do have the life of Christ. The attributes of Christ’ life are
love, light, holiness and righteousness.... However, if the
saints are independent, short of individual and corporate
prayers, lack of intimate fellowship among the saints in the
Lord then there may have the danger to arrange the church
services which are typically the operation of an organization
and not following leading of the Lord. Thus we need to have
Intimate spiritual companions and teams in our daily church
life.
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