Spiritual Children
to uphold, continue, elevate and spread
the testimony of the Lord

1st Tim 1:2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
2nd Tim 1:2 To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord.
st
1 Cor. 4:17 That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord,
to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church.
Phil. 2:22 But you know Timothy's proven worth, how as a son with a father he has
served with me in the gospel.
Titus 1:4 To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.
1st Peter 5:13 She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so
does Mark, my son.

In the church life the most blessed way is to raise up the spiritual children. If a
parent has no children, then their lives will most likely not grow much mature, because
to raise up children is a real and practical way to grow life in our own family or in God’s
family “the church”. But in the church life because such an exercise needs tremendous
amount of the time and energy of any serving one, often we do not practice this,
therefore it is stated clearly in 1st Cor. 4:15 For though you have countless guides in
Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus
through the gospel. be

Spiritual Children
The saints who love the Lord teach their own children well

Moses’ parents raised up him during his very young age.
Heb. 11:23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his
parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid
of the king's edict.
Exo. 2:7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, “Shall I go and call you a nurse
from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?”
Exo. 2:8 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, “Go.” So the girl went and called the
child's (Moses) mother.
Exo. 2:9 And Pharaoh's daughter said to her, “Take this child (Moses) away and
nurse him (Moses) for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took
the child (Moses) and nursed him.
Heb. 11:24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter,
Heb. 11:25 choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy
the fleeting pleasures of sin.
Heb. 11:26 He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures
of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.
Heb. 11:27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he
endured as seeing him who is invisible.

The saints who love the Lord teach their own children well
Exo. 12:40 The time that the people of Israel lived in Egypt was 430 years.
Num. 13:1 Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,
Num. 13:2 “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the people of Israel. From each
tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, every one a chief among them.”
Num. 13:3 So Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran, according to the command of Jehovah, all of
them men who were heads of the people of Israel.
Num. 13:6 from the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh;
Num. 13:8 from the tribe of Ephraim, Hosea the son of Nun;
Num. 13:16 These were the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called
Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua.
Num. 14:5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the
people of Israel.
Num. 14:6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who
had spied out the land, tore their clothes
Num. 14:7 and said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “The land, which we passed through to
spy it out, is an exceedingly good land.
Num. 14:8 If Jehovah delights in us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with
milk and honey.
Num. 14:9 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not fear the people of the land, for they are bread
for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them.”

Israelis stayed in Egypt about 400 years, but Joshua and Caleb were born
in Egypt but loved God and knew God’s heart desire so well because their
forefathers taught them well concerning God.

To bear a spiritual child : Moses and Joshua
Exo. 17:14 Then Jehovah said to Moses, “Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it
in the ears of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under
heaven.”
The Amalekites represent our flesh and natural good and evil, and God does not want us to
have any. God wanted Moses to taught his spiritual son Joshua concerning this. Especially
God asked Moses to write this teaching down. In other words, many times, God asks us to
write down what He said to us, so that it will stay for a long time to remind us and to teach
others. For example, Bible is the best written example.
Num. 13:1,2,8,16 Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan,
which I am giving to the people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a
man, every one a chief among them.” from the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of
Nun; These were the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And
Moses called Hoshea the son of Nun Joshua.
It was Moses to change the name of Hoshea, the son of nun into Joshua. We can imagine
how intimate they were.
Exo. 33:11 Thus Jehovah used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his
friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a
young man, would not depart from the tent.
Moses was very close to God, and spoke to Jehovah face to face. He also taught Joshua not
depart from the tent which is God’s testimony and dwelling place together with man.

The saints who love the Lord teach their own children well
Naomi and Ruth (Mother in law and daughter in law)
Ruth 1:1 In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in
Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons.
Ruth 1:2 The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two
sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the
country of Moab and remained there.
Ruth 1:3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons.
Ruth 1:4 These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. They
lived there about ten years,
Ruth 1:5 and both Mahlon and Chilion died, so that the woman (Naomi) was left without her two sons and
her husband.
Ruth 1:6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she (Naomi) had
heard in the fields of Moab that Jehovah had visited his people and given them food.
Ruth 1:16 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you go I
will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.
Ruth 1:17 Where you (Naomi) die I (Ruth) will die, and there will I be buried. May Jehovah do so to me and
more also if anything but death parts me from you.”
Ruth 1:18 And when Naomi saw that she (Ruth) was determined to go with her, she said no more.

Naomi submitted to her husband and moved from Bethlehem (typying church life) to Moab.
Even in Moab she paid attention to Jehovah and heard that God visited His people and gave
them food. Therefore she decided to go back to Bethlehem after the death of her husband.
Because she had shepherded Orpah and Ruth, her daughters in law, for 10 years as a good
pattern to worship the Lord, Ruth decided to follow her to return to Bethlehem.

Ruth 2:1 There was a relative of Naomi’s husband, a man of great wealth, of the family of Elimelech.
His name was Boaz.
Ruth 2:2 So Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let me go to the field, and glean heads of grain
after him in whose sight I may find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.”
Ruth 2:3 Then she (Ruth) left, and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers. And she (Ruth)
happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.
Ruth 2:18 Then she (Ruth) took it up and went into the city, and her mother-in-law (Naomi) saw what she
had gleaned. So she brought out and gave to her what she had kept back after she had been
satisfied.
Ruth 2:23 So she (Ruth) stayed close by the young of Boaz, to glean until the end of barley harvest and
wheat harvest; and she dwelt with her mother-in-law (Naomi) .
Ruth 3:12 d now it is true that I (Boaz) am a kinsman, yet there is a kinsman closer than I.
Ruth 4:15 And he will be to you as a restorer of life and a sustainer in your old age; for your
daughter-in-law (Ruth) , who loves you (Naomi) and is better to you than seven sons, has borne him.
Ruth 4:16 And Naomi took the child and laid him on her bosom, and she became his nurse.

After Ruth returns to Bethlehem (enters into church life), Naomi still gives some room for
Ruth to follow the Lord; a. she did not right away tell Ruth to glean in the field of Boaz;
(means “In Him is strength”) a relative of her husband (Ruth 2:1) (This is normally difficult
for the serving one to do. It means that Naomi would like Ruth to learn to depend on
the Lord by herself at this moment); b. she waited until Ruth decided to glean heads of
grain in the field of whoever she finds favor; and once Ruth decided, Naomi said amen.
Because of such shepherding of Naomi, Ruth could experience “She happened
to” which enabled her to know Jehovah and His leading more subjectively.
A good shepherd in the Lord (Naomi) never retires from the church life, continues to
shepherd and love Ruth’s son (young people in the church life).

The Babylonians detroyed Jerusalem
and the holy temple. Many more Judah
men were brought to Babylon

Ezekiel was called out by God to be
the prophet among the captured Judah
men

Assyria conquered the Northern Israel

Nineveh, The capital of Assyria, was
conquered by Persia and Babylon

Jehoahaz the son of Josiah became
The King of Judah (2nd King 23:19,20)

Daniel and others were brought to
Babylon (Dan. 1:1-7)

The king of Babylon defeated the king
Of Judah Jehoiakim (Jer. 46:2)

Ezekiel and 10,000 Judah men were
Brought to Babylon (2nd King 24:14)

M

Timeline of the fall of the kingdom of Northern Israel and Southern Judah

Daniel & his companions and Ezekiel still knew God and God’s heart
desires in the exiled Israelites, indicating that it is very likely that their
parents loved the Lord very seriously and were careful, in difficult
circumstances, to teach and nurture them concerning God.
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The book of Ezra was written by Ezra at ~440 BC, and the book of Nehemiah by Nehemiah at ~433 BC,
however, the kingdom of Judah fell at ~586 BC. It clearly indicated that these two prophets and even their
parents were born in the land of captivity (Babylon), but they knew God so well, had so much faith in God,
and understood the word of God (Old Testament). They, cherished the sanctification of the holy temple
and the integrity of the wall of Jerusalem (God’s testimony) , loved the Israelis whom God called (church).
All these were due to the fact that their parents, great parents and forefathers loved God very much, also
were carefully and seriously taught and shepherded them about God during very difficult situations in the
captivity.

1st Thess. 2:7 But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother
taking care of her own children.
1st Thess. 2:10,11,12 You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and
righteous and blameless was our conduct toward you believers. For
you know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one
of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner
worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.
The relative matured saints in life, in the church life, serve the
saints like a nursing mother to take care of her own children, and like a
father to exhort, encourage and charge his own children.
At Montreal there is a great blessing from the Lord that in many
young families the parents (or sometimes mother/father) nearly every
day pray and read bible with their children who are normally under the
age of 12.

How to receive the revelation, understanding and practice of spiritual children exercise,
please also refer to my other bible homework "Take care of many people and raise up pillars".
To take care of many people is to love all the saints, and the pillars also include spiritual
children. Whether any conflict exists concerning these two aspects, if according to the
teachings of the Lord in the four Gospels and Paul in his epistles, there will never be.
However it is not easy at all, in particular, in a relative large congregation church due to
limited burdened serving ones who are willing to accompany people every week and their
time.
Also we need to be careful and vigilant in the church life concerning that some saints who
are relatively mature in the Lord, love and care for the saints who are relatively young in the
Lord. However, some times because some of these relative matured saints care for one or
two relatively young one too much, they forbid the other mature ones to “touch” the ones
whom they are caring for. Such an attitude not only will possibly leads the young ones whom
they are caring to become “narrow in mind”, but also it may cause the church to lose one
accord. In any family, not only does the father teach the children, but also the mother, in
order to desperately avoid becoming a single parent family. A great example in the Bible is
apostles Paul, Peter and Barnabas all taught and cared for Mark.
Please refer another Bible homework “Spiritual companions_teams”. The possible effective
way to raise up spiritual children is to bring them into the close fellowship with their spiritual
companions and teams so that they may be cared for and supported one another. Certainly,
in this way, they will grow and serve the church together with one accord.

