
Luke 7:36  One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into 

the Pharisee's house and reclined at table.  

Luke 7:37  And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she 

learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an 

alabaster flask of ointment,  

Luke7:38  and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his 

feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his 

feet and anointed them with the ointment.  

Luke 7:39  Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to 

himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what 

sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.”  

Luke 7:40  And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say 

to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.”  

Luke 7:41  “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred 

denarii, and the other fifty.  

Luke 7:42  When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which 

of them will love him more?”  

Luke 7:43  Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the 

larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.”  



Luke 7:44  Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you 

see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for 

my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 

with her hair.  

Luke 7:45  You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has 

not ceased to kiss my feet.  

Luke 7:46  You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed 

my feet with ointment.  

Luke 7:47  Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—

for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.”  

Luke 7:48  And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  

Luke 7:49  Then those who were at table with him began to say among 

themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?”  

Luke 7:50  And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in 

peace.”  



Luke 7:36  One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and 

reclined at table.  

Luke 7:37  And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining 

at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment,  

Luke7:38  and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and 

wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 

Luke 7:41  “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty.  

We sinners owe so much to the Lord, but He had compassion on us, 

so much so that He died for us to redeem us by His precious blood.  

Matt. 18:24  When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten 

thousand talents. Please refer to the gleanings “The inspiration of talent in 

Matthew 25”. 

Matt. 18:25  And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife 

and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.  

Matt. 18:27  And out of compassion for him, the master of that servant released him 

and forgave him the debt.  

 

1st Peter 1:18a knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 

forefathers,  

1st Peter 1:19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish 

or spot.  
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Luke 7:37  And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she 

learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, 

brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 

Luke 7:39  Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said 

to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who 

and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a 

sinner.” 

Are we the woman or the Pharisee? What is our perception of Jesus? 

Who is He to us? How do we come to Him? If we come to Jesus because we 

are merely expecting a blessing or comfort or a solution to our problems, 

we may be disappointed, like Simon. We may think that Jesus has let us 

down, or not answered our prayers. We may then end up departing from 

Him or forsaking Him. If, however, we come to Jesus based on who He 

really is, we will know Him as righteous and faithful to forgive us our sins, 

based on His death on the cross for us. We will not be disappointed. We will 

also know ourselves. We are sinners, unworthy of Him. But, because we are 

sinners, we can come to Him and touch Him to be forgiven and to love Him. 

Both the woman of the city and Simon, the Pharisee, acted according 

to their perception of who Jesus was, and who they were. The woman, 

when she learned where Jesus was, came to Him, seeking forgiveness 

because she was a sinner. The Pharisee was disappointed by Jesus’ 

reaction to the woman touching Him, based on his preconceived notion of 

what a prophet was, and based on his self-righteousness. 

Antipas Desai 



Luke 7:38  and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet 

his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and 

kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 

Luke 7:47  Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for 

she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 

We often come to the Lord in a general or loose way. We may doctrinally 

know that our sins are forgiven, and we may even say that we love the 

Lord. However, like Simon, we still think we are fairly “good” Christians, 

attending gatherings and Bible studies, and even serving people. It seems 

that we are rarely bothered by our sins, or we try to excuse ourselves. 

When we come into the light of the Lord’s presence and confess our sins, 

one by one, even with tears, we will know what it is to be forgiven. The 

Greek word for “weeping” conveys the thought of sobbing or weeping 

loudly. This is not silent confession, but public confession. Everyone in the 

house could hear. Do we confess our sins, not just to the Lord, but even to 

the saints (as long as no private or confidential matters are disclosed)?  

The first thing the woman did was to weep. She realized who she was, 

but it was not merely a general realization. Her weeping was a confession 

of specific sins that she had committed. Such a specific confession 

caused her to experience Jesus’ forgiveness much more than Simon, who 

did not confess his sins. This, in turn, caused her to love the Lord much 

more. 
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37  And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was 

reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment,  

38  and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears 

and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with 

the ointment.  

Luke 7: 37-38 

The woman was a sinner. She was supposed to feel ashamed when she appeared in front 

of many people. In those days, an alabaster flask of ointment was possibly one of the 

most valuable possessions that a woman could own. Her tears wet Jesus’ feet and she 

wiped His feet with her hair. The entire description in these two verses indicates the 

woman was extremely humble before Jesus. Most of the people probably knew she was a 

sinner, but she didn’t care. She clearly recognized her sins and eagerly wanted her sins to 

be forgiven, but no one had the right or the capacity to forgive until Jesus appeared. I 

think she must have heard Jesus preach and seen the miracles that He did. She was 

willing to believe, so there began to grow in her a strong faith in Jesus that He was the 

One who had the power to save her from her sins.     

 

Do we clearly know sin is in our body when we were born, and we also have done a lot of 

sins? If we do know this point, then we could realize how great the salvation of Jesus is.  

Yunliang Liu 



Luke 7:36  One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the 

Pharisee's house and reclined at table.  

 

Luke 7:44  Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 

entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet 

with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  

Luke 7:45  You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to 

kiss my feet.  

Luke 7:46  You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 

ointment.  

Luke 7:47  Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved 

much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.”  

Luke 7:48  And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  

Luke 7:49  Then those who were at table with Him began to say among themselves, 

“Who is this, who even forgives sins?”  

We need to pay attention to the strong contrast between 

1. Simon who loves the Lord little. 

2. The woman who loves the Lord much. 

3. “Gospel friends” who do not know the Lord but whom Simon 

possibly invited to his house. 

 Who am I in these verses? 

How do we love the Lord every day? Please note that sins 

prevent us from loving the Lord. 
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Luke 7:44  Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see 

this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, 

but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.  

Luke 7:45  You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not 

ceased to kiss my feet.  

Luke 7:46  You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my 

feet with ointment. 

Jesus used the woman as an example or model for someone who repents 

and confesses his or her sins. He compared Simon and the woman and 

contrasted what she had done to Him, and what he should have done to Him. 

We typically do not like to compare saints, and we surely do not like to be 

compared with others. However, Jesus publicly confronted Simon and exposed 

his self-righteousness and criticism of the woman. Do we have the boldness to 

do so, especially to those whom we know well, or those whom we are raising up 

to be pillars? And do we have the grace to take such an exposing when we are 

on the receiving end? Simon had invited Jesus to his home, which indicates his 

interest and openness to Jesus and His word. This afforded Jesus the ground 

to touch Simon’s conscience and perfect him. How can we grow? We have 

brothers and sisters as examples before us. When we are weak or short of the 

divine life, we need to put our pride on the cross and recognize our lack of the 

qualities that other saints may possess, and confess our shortage to the Lord. 

This may be a hard word, but it may cause us to cry out to the Lord in a 

desperate way. 
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Luke 7:47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are 

forgiven-for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves 

little. 

Galatians 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working 

through love. 

 

  It is very interesting that her love and her forgiveness were 

mingled with each other in a mutual interchange. She loved because 

she was forgiven; she was forgiven because she loved. Her faith and 

her love were one; it was “faith working by love”, based on 

Galatians 5:6. And the love proved the faith. Concerning the matter 

of being forgiven, Simon recognized his debt. This reminds me that 

I could love the Lord more if I had a deeper sense of my sin. I 

should have more sense of my debt to the Lord and of the fact that I 

have been forgiven by the Lord. Then I could love more and be 

forgiven more, resulting in the strengthening of my faith.  This is a 

healthy spiritual cycle. 9 

Mike Zhang 



 

Luke 7:47  Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—

for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.”  

Luke 7:50  And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go 

in peace.”  

Her sins are forgiven because she loves the Lord very much. Do I 

love the Lord very much? Do I have a plan to increase my love towards 

the Lord in the next 6 months? 

 

Her faith saved her. How about my faith? Do I have a plan to 

increase my faith towards the Lord in the next 6 months? 

The full timers often testify that they spend so many minutes or hours 

every day for prayers, Bible reading, contacting people, group fellowship, 

meetings….How about us? Do we provide a specific number of hours 

written in our plan? 
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