
Luke 9:49  John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in 

your name, and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us.”  

Luke 9:50  But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for the one who is not 

against you is for you.”  

Luke 9:51  When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to 

go to Jerusalem.  

Luke 9:52  And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a 

village of the Samaritans, to make preparations for him.  

Luke 9:53  But the people did not receive him, because his face was set toward 

Jerusalem.  

Luke 9:54  And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do 

you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”  

Luke 9:55  But he turned and rebuked them.  

Luke 9:56  And they went on to another village.  

Luke 9:57  As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will 

follow you wherever you go.”  

Luke 9:58  And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 

nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  



Luke 9:59  To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go 

and bury my father.”  

Luke 9:60  And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But 

as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”  

Luke 9:61  Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell 

to those at my home.”  

Luke 9:62  Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks 

back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  



Luke 9:49  John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, 

and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us.” 

Luke 9:50  But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you 

is for you.” 

What is our relationship with other believers? How do we view them? Do we categorize them 

as those who follow us and those who do not follow us? John was zealous to stop the brother who 

was casting out demons because he was not following Jesus the way John was following Jesus. 

We are no different from the disciples. The more zealous we are, and the more we pursue, the 

more intolerant we may become. We may claim to have “the truth,” or to see “a vision.” Indeed, it is 

good to see a vision, and we must be those who have visions and revelations. However, the 

visions and revelations are not to make us exclusive, but, all the more, to make us inclusive. Can 

we receive believers who do not meet like us? Can we receive believers who may have different 

views from us, or different practices? This is not easy. Do we honor all believers, and even more, 

do we honor the burdens they have? When we preach the gospel, it is not our intention to “gain” 

believers to meet with us, or to see things our way. On the contrary, we rejoice that other believers 

are meeting together, having fellowship, and preaching the gospel. Even more, can we learn from 

other believers? 

At the same time, we do need to be faithful to the burden that the Lord has shown us. This is 

not to make us proud, but rather to follow the Lord according to what He has shown us. Can we 

learn from others? Absolutely. Many other groups preach the gospel much more than we do. This 

does not mean that we forsake the vision that the Lord has shown us. More importantly, how are 

responding to what the Lord has shown us? If the Lord has shown us something, and we do not 

respond, that does not mean a thing. We must honor all believers, the burden they have from the 

Lord, and the way they carry it out, at the same time seeking to respond ourselves to the Lord’s 

fresh speaking so we can grow in humility. 
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Luke 9:49  John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried 

to stop him, because he does not follow with us.”  

Luke 9:50  But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.”  

The Lord Jesus was tolerant of all His followers in the practice of gospel preaching, and in this 

situation some believers had used different approaches from those of the disciples who were close to Him. 

In similar situations, the attitude of the apostle Paul in Phil 1:16-18, and that of Moses in Num 11:26-29, 

were the same as that of the Lord Jesus, and their examples are clearly demonstrated. Two of the most 

important blessings in the church life are to pray in one accord and preach the gospel diligently. 

Phil 1:16-18 The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The 

former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my 

imprisonment. What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 

proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice,  

Num 11:26-29   Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, 

and the Spirit rested on them. They were among those registered, but they had not gone out to 

the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad 

and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from 

his youth, said, “My lord Moses, stop them.” But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my 

sake? Would that all Jehovah's people were prophets, that Jehovah would put his Spirit on 

them!” 

1 Cor 12:12,13 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, 

being many, are one body, so also is Christ.  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into 

one Spirit.  

1 Tim 2:4 Who (God) desires all men to be saved and to come to the full knowledge of the truth. 

The most important thing for us to know and exercise is that all Christians are members of the 

Body of Christ, we drink of one Spirit (1 Cor 12:12,13 ). Also, the critical exercise is to preach the 

gospel constantly so that people around us can be saved first, and then know the truth well. 
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Luke 9:51  When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.  

According to the “determinate counsel and foreknowledge” of the Triune God (Acts 

2:23), He must be handed over to the Jewish leaders there. He should also be crucified 

there according to the Roman death penalty to fulfill the type of how He would die. In 

addition, according to Daniel's prophecy, the Messiah (Christ) should be cut off and killed 

that year. Not only that, He is the Passover lamb and must be killed in the month of 

Passover. Therefore, He must go to Jerusalem before the Passover so that He can 

die there on the Passover day according to the time and place God had 

predetermined. 

 

Do we clearly know Lord’s leading in our daily living? 
Acts 2:23  this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, 

you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.  

Dan 9:24-26a “Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the 

transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, 

to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place. Know therefore and understand 

that from the going out of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed 

one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with 

squares and moat, but in a troubled time. And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall 

be cut off and shall have nothing.  

The Lord Jesus has served in the ministry of the gospel for more than three years 

now. He has been in the despised territory of Galilee, far away from the temple and the 

holy city, where He must die in order to fulfill God's eternal plan. He is the Lamb of God 

and should be offered to God on Mount Moriah, where Abraham offered Isaac his son and 

enjoyed the lamb prepared by God as a substitute for Isaac, and the temple in Jerusalem 

was also built there.  
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Luke 9:51  When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 

Luke 9:52 And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make 

preparations for him. 

Luke 9:53 But the people did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 

Luke 9:54 And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down 

from heaven and consume them?” 

Luke 9:55 But he turned and rebuked them. 

Luke 9:56 And they went on to another village. 

John 4:39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, “He told me all that 

I ever did.” 

John 4:40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 

John 4:41 And many more believed because of his word. 

John 4:42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 

ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.” 

Why did the Samaritans in this particular village reject Jesus? Luke 9:53 says it was because He set His face 

toward Jerusalem. According to John 4, the Jews and the Samaritans did not have dealings with each other, and 

there was even animosity between both groups. However, when James and John wanted Jesus to send down fire 

to consume the Samaritans, Jesus rebuked them. Why? What was the real cause of the unbelief of the 

Samaritans of this particular village? Why did the other Samaritan village in John 4 receive Jesus, allow Him to 

stay with them, believe in Him because of His word, and acknowledge Him as the Savior of the world? 

Often, we are like James and John. We do not preach the gospel, and we blame other people for not 

believing in Jesus, or for living in sin. Why did the Samaritans in John 4 believe? Because of the woman’s 

testimony. She testified according to the little that she knew, and mainly based on Jesus’ knowledge of her private 

life. She was not even sure if He was the Messiah! Yet she testified, and many believed because of her testimony. 

But what about the Samaritans who believed? Did they preach the gospel? Did some of them go to the other 

villages to testify to the inhabitants there? If they had done so, perhaps the Samaritan village in Luke 9 would have 

been more receptive. 

We are the same way. We like to receive visions and revelations, or listen to good speaking, or even read the 

Bible and enjoy good meetings. But we do not want to testify. We are reluctant to preach the gospel. Then we 

blame other people, or even get angry when they do not believe. It is not their fault. Many people have a wrong 

impression of Jesus. We are to blame. That is why Jesus rebuked James and John.  
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Luke 9:52  And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the 

Samaritans, to make preparations for him.  

Luke 9:53  But the people did not receive him, because his face was set toward 

Jerusalem.  

Luke 9:54  And when his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want 

us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?”  

Luke 9:55  But he turned and rebuked them.  

James and John were impatient and were called “sons of thunder" by the Lord Jesus 

(Mark 3:17). Here they again uttered impatient words like Elijah. The prophet Elijah once 

called fire down from heaven to burn out the army sent by King Ahaziah (2nd Kings 1:10). 

But "...the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God" (James 1:20). Those 

who want to help the Lord with their natural emotions and enthusiasm are instead 

destroying the Lord's building. 

Samaria is located in the north of Judea. After the northern kingdom of Israel was 

destroyed by Assyria more than 700 BC, most of the Jews were taken into captivity in 

Assyria, and some foreigners were relocated there, the ancestry of the residents in 

Samaria is messy from that time on. In the time of Jesus, the Jews despised the 

Samaritans and the Samaritans were unfriendly to the Jews. 

Mark 3:17 James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James, to whom He gave the name 

Boanerges, that is, "Sons of Thunder";  

2nd Kings 1:10 So Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, "If I am a man of God, then let fire 

come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men." And fire came down from 

heaven and consumed him and his fifty.  

James 1:20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  
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Luke 9:57  As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you 

go.” 

Luke 9:58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son 

of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 

Luke 9:59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 

Luke 9:60 And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

Luke 9:61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my 

home.” 

Luke 9:62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the 

kingdom of God.” 

We may desire to follow the Lord. We may even say we love the Lord, but we rarely participate in 

the Lord’s day bread breaking gathering. We may not pursue the word of God that much. We may 

rarely preach the gospel, yet when we do preach the gospel once, we say that we preach the gospel. 

We may be like the foxes who go into their hole underground. We don’t contact people, we don’t 

accompany people, we don’t attach ourselves to the “flock of God,” yet we say we love the Lord. Or we 

may be like the birds, perched high in the tree in their nest. We like to be elevated, but we are reluctant 

to come down to meet the needs of the saints, of unbelievers. Jesus said that the Son of Man (He) had 

nowhere to lay His head. Jesus was homeless. The earth was not His home. The Father and the 

Father’s house (the believers) was His home. He would pour out and be spent for the sake of the 

church, which is the Father’s desire. What about us? 

What holds us back from following the Lord? Often, it is those closest to us (our father’s house). 

Must we care for our parents? Absolutely. But if we are not careful, if we try to “bury” or care for those 

closest to us, we may end up getting “buried” ourselves. We may actually be the dead ones burying 

ourselves. No blame is attached to our loved ones. Rather, it is we ourselves who may be buried by the 

natural affection. Once we put our hand to the plow (service), do we look back, or do we continue, 

caring for those closest to us, but at the same time denying any natural affection that may make us 

unworthy of the kingdom of God? 
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Luke 9:56  And they went on to another village.  

Luke 9:57  As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will 

follow you wherever you go.”  

Luke 9:58  And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 

nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”  

Holes and nests are our pillows on which we lay our heads. This was one of the 

most impactful words from brother Titus’ messages during the Matthew chapter 8 Chinese 

speaking training at Mississauga. He alerted me and others that we, the saints who 

have been serving the church for many years, tend to look for and find comfortable 

or familiar ways to serve and groups to serve. These become our holes and nests or 

pillows. With these pillows, we may forget that our growth in life must be constantly 

enlarged and elevated. For example, we tend to focus our eyes and thoughts only on 

our own locality and not much on other cities. I need to learn from the way in which 

Jehovah blessed Abraham in Gen 14. In Gen 13:14,15,17, “Jehovah said to Abram, after 

Lot had separated from him: ‘Lift your eyes now and look from the place where you are—

northward, southward, eastward, and westward; for all the land which you see I give to 

you and your descendants forever.  Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, 

for I give it to you.’“  

 

Another example is that I just like to serve the people who speak the same 

language as me. 
It is hard to leave what we have obtained or achieved spiritually. Our gifts and 

specialties will likely become holes and nests. We need to go to a higher and more 

heavenly realm, and be enlarged again and again, be elevated again and again, and be 

strengthened again and again.  
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Luke 9:59  To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go 

and bury my father.”  

Luke 9:60  And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. 

But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”  

Another one of the most impactful words from brother Titus’ messages 

during the Matthew chapter 8 Chinese speaking training at Mississauga was 

concerning Matthew 8:22 (Luke 9:60). For example, as human beings, we 

have the responsibility to take care of our family members. With this kind 

of thought manifested in our living and behavior, we may eventually put 

aside for many years the Lord’s burden or leading which is related to 

many saints in the church or churches. 

Luke 9:60 means that this particular disciple would like to follow the Lord 

Jesus, but he would first like to accompany his father until his father’s death, 

and then follow the Lord. This disciple (maybe us) does not know that such 

a concept (living) will stifle our growth in the life of Christ, as well as that 

of the one whom we are taking care of. It also means that this disciple, as 

well as his father, looks like a dead person (without the life of Christ growing in 

him). 

Therefore, we need to preach the gospel wisely and diligently to our 

close family members and friends, and attract and usher them into a 

healthy church life. 
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Luke 9:61  Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say 

farewell to those at my home.”  

Luke 9:62  Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and 

looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”  

Another disciple would like to follow the Lord Jesus, but he desires to say 

goodbye to his family members first; therefore, the Lord Jesus warns him not to 

let anything delay and drag him away from entering into the kingdom of God. 

Plowing the field requires full attention to the route being cultivated. 

Needless to say, if we look back, due to even a little interruption, the plowing 

route or furrow will be deviated. If we want to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, it is 

necessary to follow His leading and speaking and to forget everything and strive 

forward for the kingdom of God. 

What I need is to have faith and continue to trust the Lord, via the 

church, that the Lord can take care of our family members much better 

than we can. It is challenging for us to gain Him who is the lovely, 

merciful, gracious, righteous and glorious One, but He is in us as our life, 

nature, faith and strength.   
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