
A summary of John 14:15-31 

1. Be careful to say that we love the Lord (vv.15,21,23,24,31). In v.15, Jesus says that if we love Him, we will keep His 

commandments. Whoever believes in Him will also do the works that He does. In v.21 and 23, He continues by saying that 

whoever has His commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Him. In v.24, we have the reverse: whoever does not love 

Him does not keep His words. Finally, in v.31, Jesus does what the Father commands Him. Two of the Greek words for 

“commandment” or “words” or “sayings” are logos, referring to the constant word, and the other three mean “injunction” or 

“charge.” If we love the Lord, we will keep His commandments. His commandments are His words, specifically the words that He 

speaks to us, which become rhema (the instant word) to us. Do we come to His word (the Bible), and do we come to the 

servants of the Lord, and to the brothers and sisters, to hear the word in them? Then, do we abide in such a word, and keep or 

live out such a word? The Greek word for “keep” means to guard from injury or loss, as in a fortress, in a military sense. It is

easy for us to say that we love the Lord, or that brother or sister so and so loves the Lord. Peter, in chapter 21:15-17 of the 

Gospel of John, was not so bold. Jesus asked him three times if he loved Him. The first two times, Jesus used the Greek word 

agapao, referring to the divine love, the highest form of love. Each time, Peter answered with the Greek word phileo, referring to 

the soulish love. Finally, perhaps in exasperation, Jesus asked Peter if he loved Him (using phileo, the soulish love). Each time 

Peter answered, Jesus did not commend him for loving Him, but rather commanded him to feed His lambs and to feed His 

sheep. This shows us that at best, our love is soulish. We do not love with the divine love. Yet, surprisingly, even according to 

Jesus’ standards, to love in a soulish way (phileo) is already very high, and even then, Peter did not boast but deferred to the 

Lord, saying each time “Lord, you know…” It is easy to make claims that we love the Lord, but it is difficult to live out such a

statement. For example, the Lord may speak to us to preach the gospel, perhaps while we are reading the book of Acts (1:8). Do 

we respond? Do we keep what we heard, or do we forget it? In one sense, the Lord is very gracious. In John 12:47, the Lord 

tells His disciples that if anyone hears His words but does not keep them, He (the Lord) will not judge him, because He did not 

come into the word to judge it, but to save it. However, in v.48, Jesus continues that the one who rejects Him and does not 

receive His words has a judge; the word that He has spoken will judge him on the last day. This word is logos, which will judge 

the one who rejects. We may hear the word, for example, through the Lord’s servants, or through the brothers’ speaking. Then,

we must live that word out. This is rhema, the instant word. During that short time, the Lord may tell us that He loves us, but that 

is not for us to say or boast about. At the most, we can pray to the Lord to ask Him to grant us to love Him more.

2. We need to worship the Triune God, since He lives in us (vv.17,20). In v.17, the world cannot receive the Spirit, since it 

neither sees Him nor knows Him. However, we, the believers, know Him, for He dwells with us and is in us. Then in v.20, Jesus

continues that in that day we will know that He is in His Father, and we in Him, and He in us. This is perhaps the first time that 

the Triune God (the Father, Son and Holy Spirit) is revealed in the Bible in such a way. Such a revelation should lead us to 

worship the Lord. During the Lord’s Table (bread-breaking) gathering, we typically worship the Lord (the Son) during the meeting. 

However, there is also the worship of the Father, usually after we have broken the bread, where all our praise returns to the

Father who is the source or the origin. The Son, whom we worship during the Table gathering, is the course, that is, the One who

executes or carries out redemption and the work of salvation. However, all our worship of the



Son and the Father must be in the Spirit, who, as the reality of the Father and the Son, transmits all that the Father has planned 

and purposed, and all that the Son has accomplished, to us, for us to enjoy and experience. Such a realization may enhance or

elevate our praises, not just of the Son, but also of the Father, and consequently of the Triune God, in spirit, during the bread-

breaking gathering. 

3. The Holy Spirit, as the Helper, will bring all the things that the Lord has spoken to us to our remembrance (v.26). The 

Father sent the Holy Spirit in the Son’s name (Jesus). This sending was not just a sending, but actually a “co-sending,” or a 

“sending with.” In other words, when the Father sent the Holy Spirit, He came with the Holy Spirit. Such a co-sending will bring

everything that the Lord speaks to us to our remembrance. For example, if we read the book of Ephesians, we may not 

understand most of what we read. We may read much of the Bible, and not understand that much. However, when a servant of 

the Lord expounds a certain passage from the Bible, some word (logos) may become rhema to us. Recently, Acts 20:35 became 

rhema to some saints (“It is more blessed to give than to receive”). This verse was shared in a gathering, and applied to love, and

not to money. In response to such a sharing, seven saints expressed a desire to serve the 3-7 years olds in Montreal. This 

indicates that the Spirit, who is in the spirit of the speaker, and in his speaking, brings many things to remembrance. Seven

brothers and sisters raised their hands and responded. This shows that the Spirit in the speaking brother and in the saints brought 

the logos word (Acts 20:35) concerning loving others to the remembrance of these seven saints. This may also show that the 

Spirit is not just in each born-again individual, but this Spirit is a corporate Spirit to teach many things to us and bring these things 

to our remembrance. Therefore, we need to treasure the Lord’s day gathering and the Thursday night skype prayer and 

fellowship, so the Spirit can enrich us. We also need to treasure the opportunities to serve in the church life. It is often while we 

are serving that the Lord will bring a word spoken in the Bible, or through a brother or sister, to our remembrance. 

4. Despite our outward situation, however discouraging it may be, we have an inner peace that the world cannot give us 

(v.27). How do we remember what the Lord has spoken to us? The very word (logos) and the Spirit are in the brothers and 

sisters. They will strengthen and encourage us. Such a word, as Spirit, not only in us, but corporately in the saints, will become 

our inner peace, even though we may be struggling humanly, perhaps with our studies or financially. Such a Spirit will give us 

peace, not necessarily the outward material blessings that the world may give. For example, the Lord blessed the Church of God 

in Montreal in 2018. How then can He bless the church a little bit more in 2019? It is not easy. We are definitely struggling to give 

the Lord a way to bless us more this year, through the corporate prayers, the gospel preaching, the accompanying and 

shepherding and visitation of people, and the financial grace offering. But it is a struggle, and often a losing battle. It is easy to get 

discouraged. Yet there is a peace. Why? Because we have the Lord’s commandments, or logos word, in us, and in the saints. 

We have the Spirit indwelling us, and the saints. In the church life, there is no judgment or condemnation as to why someone is 

not doing this or that. Rather, the Lord must speak to me. For example, the Lord may speak to me to have coffee with someone or 

preach the gospel. However, this is not just individually, but with companions, as a team. Yes, the Spirit is in each one of us, but 

we are so weak. If we have companions, their spirit will support us. We need the church life and the church gatherings. May we 

not be independent, and may we not be independent of other churches. May we treasure, and long for, more corporate prayers 

and fellowship.


